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significantly increased.    
	 In	Henry	County,	Supervisor	Ruth	Allison	and	Counselor	Christian	Gapen	
have	been	 instrumental	 in	securing	connections	with	the	 local	schools.	Ruth	
assisted	with	the	focus	groups	and	reviewed	the	interview	information,	helping	
organize	the	information	for	the	“Sharing	Key	Discoveries”	meeting	with	over	













benefits for youth with disabilities preparing to transition to post-secondary 
education	and/or	the	world	of	work.
VR is a                   
critical partner 
in the success 










 1) Implemented E-Mentoring between more than thirty-five youth  
	 	 from	six	area	high	schools	and	employees	from	seven	local							
	 	 employers	










	 2)	 Conducted	a	“Sharing	Key	Discoveries”	meeting	with	over	30	local	stakeholders		 	
	 	 reviewing	the	focus	group	and	interview	results.	A	Strategic	Plan	and	the		 	
  appointment of key stakeholders to address specific issues resulted from this meeting	






that the fire remains lit despite the probability of 
low	fuel.	Sustainability	must	be	independent	of	
grant	funding.	Determining	the	cost	per	youth	
and	 the	 overall	 community	 impact	 will	 be	
essential	 to	marketing	 these	 interventions	 to	
























achieve	 “healthy	 sharing,	 learning,	 recreation,	
goal-setting	 and	problem-solving,	 not	 only	 for	
youth	with	disabilities	but	for	all	youth.”	
Collaboration 
that exists within 
community teams 
needs to extend to 
other teams across 
the state...
ITO-IVRS
510 E. 12th St.
Des Moines, IA 50319 
515-281-0275 
www.iowaemploymentpartners.com
